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If I were to ask each one of you if you value wisdom, I’m sure most of you 

would say that you do. However, I’m not sure the question would be much 

more helpful than asking if you value good health. We would all say we 

value good health. But if I were to ask you how much you exercise, if you 

have disciplined sleeping habits, and if you get 5 servings of fruits and 

vegetables every day along with proper hydration, that would give me a 

more accurate perspective on how you value good health. In the same way, 

if I were to ask you how much you value wisdom based on how often you 

pray for wisdom, how intently you pursue wisdom by seeking good counsel, 

and how you define true wisdom, I would probably get a more accurate 

view of how much you value wisdom.  

 

Well God’s Word urges us to pursue wisdom—not the wisdom of this world 

which is futile, but God’s wisdom which leads to life.  What may surprise 

you is where a pursuit of wisdom will lead you. Listen to Proverbs 2: Make 

your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to understanding; For if you 

cry for discernment, Lift your voice for understanding; If you seek her as 

silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will discern the 

fear of the LORD, And discover the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives 

wisdom…” 

 

In the Bible the way of wisdom is walking in the fear of the Lord. In other 

words, wisdom is viewing all of life and living all of life in a proper response 

to who God is and what He has said is true and good. In other words, a life 

of wisdom is not just knowing what is right but doing what you know is right 

in God’s eyes. This is the key to walking in God’s favor (“The Lord takes 

pleasure in those who fear Him”—Psalm 147:11) 

 

What Paul is pointing us to in 1 Corinthians 2 is that the degree to which 

godly wisdom replaces human wisdom will have a major impact on who you 

become and the quality of your life.  

 

If there’s one practical take-away from today’s passage, I think its this:  

As a Christian, you have a choice as to whether you will walk according to 

the Spirit as a mature, spiritual man, or walk according to human wisdom 

as a natural man.  

 

In these opening chapters, Paul has been making a contrast between human 

wisdom and God’s wisdom as it relates to his ministry (the ministry of the 

gospel). Today’s passage is the second part of the contrast in response to 

what’s already been said in previous verses. So let me briefly remind you of 

what Paul has already said so that we can capture the flow of Paul’s thought 

and see the contrast in today’s passage.  

 

Earlier in chapter 2:4, Paul said… 

1. I don’t speak with words of human wisdom (2:4). Back in chapter one he 

had already given 3 reasons as to why human wisdom is inferior to God’s 

wisdom in the gospel.  

a) Human wisdom is a “wisdom” which God will destroy. [1:19] 

b) Human wisdom is a “wisdom” which God has rendered foolish. 

[1:20] 

c) Human wisdom is a “wisdom” that does not lead to the               

knowledge of God. [1:21] 

 

Now in today’s passage Paul clarifies that he speaks according to godly 

wisdom for the mature… 

2. I speak God’s wisdom to the mature (2:6a). Then Paul goes on to list 

several characteristics of godly wisdom… 

a) God’s wisdom does not correspond to the current thinking of the 

world and its rulers. [2:6, 8] 

 

The fact that the rulers of this age, operating according to the 

wisdom of this age, crucified God’s messiah is verifying evidence 

that they did not understand God’s wisdom. If Jesus was God’s 

messiah, and if he came by the will and wisdom of God, how is it 

that He could be so misunderstood as to be crucified by the 

religious and political leaders of the day. That answer is that there 



are two distinctively different forms of thinking that don’t map with 

one another. God’s wisdom and human wisdom have different 

values, foundations, and outcomes. Therefore we can’t expect the 

world to naturally understand or be sympathetic to a biblical 

worldview.  

 

b) God’s wisdom comes in the form of a mystery. [2:7a] 

 

God’s wisdom is a mystery in the sense that it is hidden and must be 

revealed by God in order to be attained. In the context of 1 

Corinthians, the mystery that Paul has particularly in mind is that of 

a crucified messiah, the message of the cross (1:18, 23, 2:2). No 

human being could have imagined that in God’s wisdom He would 

save His people through what only appears to be weak and 

therefore foolish in the world’s eyes. The message of Christ crucified 

appears weak and foolish to the world (1:18, 23). The messenger, 

Paul, comes across as weak (2:3). And the church, those who 

believe in the message, are regarded as weak (1:26-28). No human, 

using the world’s wisdom which values power and prestige, would 

have imaged God’s power to be displayed through death on a cross. 

The saving wisdom of God could only be known by God making it 

known.  

 

c) God’s wisdom (displayed in the cross) is rooted in God’s eternal 

purposes. [2:7b] 

 

The cross was not plan B. When God revealed His plan of salvation 

through the crucifixion of His Son, it was in keeping with His plan 

from eternity past for the purpose of our eternal glory in the future. 

So Paul is not presenting a transient form of wisdom like the 

world’s. He wants us to see that the cross is the link between God’s 

eternal decrees in the past with our eternal hope in the future.  The 

point Paul is making is that the wisdom of this world, like the rulers 

of this world, are fading away but God’s wisdom is eternally 

enduring.  

 

d) God’s wisdom cannot be perceived through man’s natural abilities. 

[2:9] 

 

It’s interesting that this verse is almost always quoted in reference 

to heaven, yet heaven is not the primary concern in the context. 

Certainly heaven is included in “all that God has prepared for us” 

but the weight of Paul’s thinking here is about God’s wisdom 

displayed through the cross.  

 

We already discovered back in 1:21 that the wisdom of the world 

does not lead to the knowledge of God.  That’s because our natural 

abilities are inadequate for discovering supernatural things without 

God’s help. Our eyes, our ears, and the thoughts of our hearts are 

not adequate to discover the deep wisdom in the ways of God—

particularly His wisdom in the cross. Natural thinking and 

observation would not lead us to embrace a crucified Messiah. It 

goes against human wisdom and experience.  

 

Now this raises a question. If God’s wisdom is a mystery and cannot be 

attained through natural abilities; if we can’t see it, hear it, or perceive it in 

our own hearts, how can we access this divine wisdom? The answer comes 

in vs. 10.  

 

God must reveal His wisdom to us through the Spirit. [2:10-12] 

 

If we can’t know the thoughts of another person unless he reveals them to 

us, how much less can we know the mind of God apart from His revelation?  

In Isaiah 55, the Lord said, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither 

are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher 

than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts 

than your thoughts” (8-9).  Its interesting to note  that these verses are in 

the context of a call to repentance—not only to repent of sinful deeds but 

also of unrighteous thoughts. One of the greatest stumbling blocks people 

have to a right and lofty view of God is insisting that their vision of God be 

reconciled to their own human thinking rather than allowing God’s 



revelation in the Bible to expand their view of God. Human wisdom will lead 

to a faulty view of God because we cannot know Him apart from divine 

revelation.  

 

Yet God, in His grace, has given us His Spirit so that we might know His 

thoughts and grasp His wisdom. This revelation is not just some subjective 

impressions or imaginations. This revelation comes to us through the 

apostles who wrote the inspired books of the Bible using objective words 

(vs. 13) so that we could not only receive but also study divine truth. [vs. 12-

13] We need the word of Christ to richly dwell within us! (Col) 

 

The result of what Paul has been saying regarding the inferiority of human 

wisdom and the gracious revelation of God’s wisdom through the Spirit is 

this: 

Those who have the Spirit can receive and discern spiritual things but the 

natural man, without the Spirit, cannot understand the things of the God 

[vs. 14-16]. 

 

What Paul is saying here is that the natural man cannot understand 

the things of the Spirit because natural thinking cannot discern 

spiritual wisdom. This is why prayer is so important in evangelism. 

Natural people can’t grasp spiritual realities without God’s help.  

 

On the other hand, the spiritual man with the Spirit’s help can not 

only understand spiritual matters but can also understand the 

natural man from God’s perspective. The Spirit enables him to see 

and understand the natural man’s depravity, his lostness, and his 

need for the gospel.  

 

Paul concludes in vs. 16 that no one can know the mind of the Lord, 

yet through the Spirit’s revelation, we have taken hold of the mind 

of Christ.  

 

The Big Picture 

Ok, so let’s try to pull this all together. Paul has just given us this lesson on 

the spiritual man’s ability to access the wisdom of God and the natural 

man’s inability to discern spiritual things. What does that have to do with 

the problem that he is addressing in Corinth? Paul makes his point very clear 

as soon as we get to chapter 3. [3:1-3] 

 

Spiritual (3:1) = Mature (2:6)  

vs.  

Fleshly (3:1) = Infants (3:1) = Mere Men (3:3) = Natural Man (2:14) 

 

Here’s the point Paul is making: You believe in Christ, you have the Spirit, 

but you are not mature, you are not truly spiritual in the sense of walking by 

the Spirit and bearing the fruit of the spirit. You are living like mere men, 

natural men, still living according to the thinking and ways of the world as 

though all you know is worldly wisdom.  

 

What Paul has been doing in chapter 2 is teaching some basic theology 

(about the natural and the spiritual) that addresses the problems they were 

having in Corinth. The problem is that they are not living like mature, 

spiritual people. They are living like natural, fleshly people, jockeying for 

power, influence, and prestige based on worldly, human wisdom rather 

than mimicking the cross through godly wisdom which would lead them to 

love, serve and honor one another. The result is that the Corinthian church 

is full of factions, fighting, and strife.  

 

The problem is that even though they know the gospel and they have the 

Spirit, they’re not letting the gospel and the Spirit shape how they live. They 

are spiritual infants. [Note: healthy gospel community is the result of 

believers walking by the Spirit, becoming truly spiritual by displaying the 

fruit of the Spirit] 

 

So how does this practically apply to our lives? As a Christian, you have a 

choice as to whether you will walk according to the Spirit, growing to a 

maturity as a spiritual man, or merely walk according to human wisdom as 

a natural man.  



 

Galatians 5 makes it very clear that we can’t have it both ways without 

some serious internal conflict in our lives: “…Walk by the Spirit and you will 

not carry out the desires of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the 

Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 

another, so that you may not do the things that you please.” (Gal 5:16-17). 

The direction you choose will determine the fruit your life produces.  

 

So how do you know if you are merely living as a natural man? Gal 5 gives 

us a sampling of the deeds of the flesh will be evident: “immorality, impurity, 

sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 

disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing...” 

 

But the spiritual man, the one who walks by the Spirit, will produce the fruit 

of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control” 

 

Which man/woman are you? Are you a spiritual man, growing to maturity 

and displaying the fruit of the Spirit or are you living like a mere natural 

man? The good news is that Christ has come to not only give you the Spirit 

but to also empower you to walk by the Spirit.  

 

This morning if you turn in repentance and faith to Jesus who was crucified 

to overcome the guilt and condemnation of your sin, what you receive in 

return is not only forgiveness but the Spirit’s presence and power to live a 

new life. Maturity in the Spirit doesn’t happen in a day, but every day you 

can take one step forward. The Spirit and the Word always go together and 

as the Word dwells richly within you, you will gain the wisdom to walk 

according to the Spirit.  

 

Prayer: for God to energize your desire and help you take one step each day 

this week as a spiritual man/woman.  

 

 

 

 

 


